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PRESS RELEASE 

 

WHAT WE THINK ABOUT WHEN WE THINK ABOUT SOCCER? 

A PHILOSOPHICAL TALK ON FOOTBALL, POWER AND COMPETITION 

WITH PROFESSOR SIMON CRITCHLEY 

 

 

The CCIIF Conferences – The Research 

Center for the History and Circulation of 

Philosophical Ideas, subordinated to the 

Faculty of Philosophy, University of 

Bucharest, is pleased to announce that the 

special guest of this year`s cycle of lectures-

interviews is Professor Simon Critchley. The 

dialogue is occasioned by a large interest of 

our philosophical community towards one of 

his last books, devoted to “a poetics of 

football”: What We Think About When We 

Think About Soccer (Penguin Random House, 

2017).  

                          Professor Simon Critchley 

 

Simon Critchley is the Hans Jonas Professor of Philosophy at the New School for Social Research. His work 

engages in many areas: continental philosophy, philosophy and literature, psychoanalysis, ethics, and political 

theory, among others. His most recent books include The Problem with Levinas and ABC of Impossibility, though 

he has written on topics as diverse as David Bowie, religion, and suicide. As moderator of The Stone at The New 

York Times, Critchley asks philosophers to weigh in on contemporary issues in art, literature, politics, and popular 

culture. Additional information about Professor Critchley is available at his personal website. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.simoncritchley.org/


 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FACULTATEA DE FILOSOFIE 

Splaiul Independenței nr. 204 | 060024 Bucureşti, ROMÂNIA 
Tel.: (+4) 021 318 15 56; (+4) 021 318 29 74 | Fax: (+4) 021 318 52 89 

E-mail: office@filosofie.unibuc.ro | Website: www.filosofie.unibuc.ro 

 

Recent Publications 
Visit Simon Critchley's website for a complete 

bibliography. Selected recent works include: 
Tragedy, the Greeks, and Us (Penguin Random House, 

2019) 
What We Think About When We Think About 

Soccer (Penguin Random House, 2017) 
Suicide (Thought Catalog, 2015) 

Memory Theatre (Fitzcarraldo Editions). Kindle 

Edition (September, 2014) 
Bowie (OR Books, 2014) 
The Anarchist Turn, with Jacob Blumenfeld and 

Chiara Bottici (Pluto Press, London) 
Stay Illusion: The Hamlet Doctrine (Pantheon Books, 

New York) (Paperback, Vintage, 2014). Titled The 

Hamlet Doctrine in the UK (Verso, London, 2013) 
The Mattering of Matter. Documents from the Archive 
of the International Necronautical Society, with Tom 

McCarthy et al (Sternberg Presss, Berlin) 
The Faith of the Faithless (Verso, paperback, 2014) 
Impossible Objects (Polity Press, Cambridge, 2011) 

How to Stop Living and Start Worrying (Polity Press, 
Cambridge, 2010) 
 

 

 

 

 

The dialogue with professor Critchley, devoted to his book, will engage phenomenological, aesthetical and moral 

approaches, and will be hosted by Oana Șerban, Executive Director of CCIF and professor at the Faculty of 

Philosophy, University of Bucharest.  

“It is an honour for us to have Professor Simon Critchley as a special guest of our cycle of conferences. Our 

dialogue will be inspired by some leading questions concerning his phenomenological reading of sport in the key of 

a poetics of soccer, his socialist considerations on the nature and experience of soccer or his implicit 

presuppositions related to the morals of football. I think this is a book that should be read by any philosopher who 

takes into account seriously the need to leave the Ivor Tower and turn philosophy back to society as a hygiene of 

life and an aesthetics of existence, in order to understand how vital is our professional engagement in philosophy 

and how it can support the understanding of power and competition in different strategic contexts, such as culture, 

sports or management.” (Oana Serban) 

The conference will be broadcasted by the official channels of our faculty and university, including YouTube and 

other social media accounts. Stay tuned Monday, April 19, 2021, at 7PM.  

http://www.simoncritchley.org/#!work/c240r
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/598793/tragedy-the-greeks-and-us-by-simon-critchley/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/564826/what-we-think-about-when-we-think-about-soccer-by-simon-critchley/9780143132677/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/564826/what-we-think-about-when-we-think-about-soccer-by-simon-critchley/9780143132677/
http://thoughtcatalog.com/simon-critchley/2015/06/suicide-a-morbid-cloud-of-factoids/
https://fitzcarraldoeditions.com/publications/memory-theatre
http://www.orbooks.com/catalog/bowie/
http://www.plutobooks.com/display.asp?K=9780745333427
http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/219307/stay-illusion-by-simon-critchley-and-jamieson-webster/9780307950482/
http://www.sternberg-press.com/?pageId=1396
https://www.versobooks.com/books/1044-the-faith-of-the-faithless
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?index=books&linkCode=qs&keywords=9780745653211
http://www.polity.co.uk/book.asp?ref=0745650392

