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[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Short history: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Institute of African Studies was created in July 2017 within the University of Bucharest and inaugurated in September 2017 on the occasion of the annual reunion of Senghor Departments for Francophonie. It is open to all those interested in the history, cultures and civilisations of the African continent: university or pre-university teachers, researchers, PhD and university students. 

Objectives:

The institute is involved in activities of scientific research, conducts projects of interdisciplinary research, organises conferences, colloquiums and other public scientific events related to African studies, in collaboration with institutions, study groups and academic societies in Romania and abroad. The institution is involved in creating master’s study programmes and in helping PhD candidates studying in connected fields in doctoral schools of the University of Bucharest to join research activities. Among the objectives taken on by the institute is the creation of a database on interdisciplinary research fields, the publishing of an African studies magazine with international collaborators and at international standards of quality, the publishing of articles, studies and books. The institute runs a specialised library dedicated to students and researchers of African studies. 

Organisation:

The president of the Interdisciplinary Institute of African Studies is the rector of the University of Bucharest. The executive management of the Institute is handled by a Managing Board made up of two members and a secretary, under the coordination of a director appointed for a four-year term (that can be extended). The General Assembly is composed of all members of the institute, founders and associates: teaching staff, scientific researchers, PhD candidates, PhDs graduates and post-doctoral students. 

Collaboration with other institutions:

The institute cooperates with similarly-oriented entities in Africa (University Mohamed V of Rabat -Morocco, University Hassan II of Casablanca - Morocco, University Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdellah of Fez - Morocco, University El Manar of Tunis - Tunisia, University of Sfax - Tunisia, University Cheikh Anta Diop of Dakar - Senegal, University Felix Houphouet Boigny of Abidjan - Ivory Coast, University of Lubumbashi – Democratic Republic of the Congo), Europe (INALCO – Paris, University of Pau et Pays de l’Adour - France, University of Laussanne - Switzerland, Saint-Clement University of Sofia - Bulgaria, The Institute of African Studies - Russian Academy of Sciences) and in the U.S.A. (Tulane University, New Orleans).


Activity:
Under the aegis of the institute, a host of colloquiums, seminars and round tables have been organised every year on topical issues related to African studies:

Les nouveaux visages de l’Afrique (2017) 
Pages d’histoire partagée. Les relations entre la Roumanie et les pays de l’Afrique francophone (2018)
Celebrating Africa Day (2018) 
Itineraires des elites africaines dans le monde. Réseaux et transferts entre diasporas et « petites sociétés » in collaboration with Al. I. Cuza University of Iași,  Réseau Interdisciplinaire Afrique Mondes (RIAM), Association Internationale des Sociologues de Langue Française (AISLF, CR 24 « Petites sociétés et construction du savoir » et CR 37 « Afriques en mutation ») (2018)
Migrations et radicalisation. Spécificités de l’approche marocaine in collaboration with Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu (2019)
L’état de la démocratie en Afrique francophone (2021)

As part of the CIVIS project - The Heritage Conceptualisations: A Multifaceted Approach (2022) the following events were organised:
Meta-Theories, Public Policies, Legal and Economic Frameworks in the Area of Heritage (colloquium)
Diasporas, migration et infrastructures de l’interactionnisme symbolique (seminar organised at the Hassan II University of Casablanca, Morocco)
Cultural Heritage and Digital Humanities: Current Research and Dissemination Methodologies (summer school - University of Bucharest)

Publications:
Les nouveaux visages de l’Afrique (dir. Simona Corlan-Ioan), University of Bucharest Publishing House, 2019  
Itinéraires des élites africaines dans le monde. Réseaux et transferts entre diasporas et « petites sociétés » (dir. Mihai Dinu Gheorghiu, Simona Corlan-Ioan, Abel Kouvouama), Publishing House of Al. I. Cuza University of Iași, 2021 
Voyages réels / Voyages imaginaires. Perspectives interdisciplinaires (éditeurs scientifiques Simona Corlan-Ioan, Lionel Dupuy, Abel Kouvouama, Ecaterina Lung), University of Bucharest Publishing House, 2022
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