PROCEDURE REGARDING THE GRANT PROGRAM FOR RESEARCHERS AT
THE UNIVERSITY OF BUCHAREST

1. General provisions

1.1. The Research Institute of the University of Bucharest (hereinafter referred to as
“ICUB”), with its four sections (namely “Exact Sciences”, “Social Sciences”, “Humanities
and“ Life, Environment and Earth Sciences ) organizes the competition for grants for
researchers from the University of Bucharest;

1.2. Researchers from the University of Bucharest, who obtained a doctorate in science at
least 7 years ago and who have a full-time, fixed-term or indefinite-term employment
contract, may apply as a grant director (teaching or research position). The grant director may
hire PhD students or doctors who are not full-time employees of the UB.

1.3. The duration of the grant is 12 months.

1.4. The program will provide a variable number of grants for researchers, depending on the
level of funding allocated to this purpose. The number of grants funded is determined by each
section of the ICUB, within the limits of existing funds;

1.5. Researchers are selected following an evaluation by experts in the field, based on the
"selection system™ provided in the information package for this type of grant, which is an
integral part of this procedure.

2. The grant

2.1. The amount of the grant will be a maximum of 35,000 lei for 12 months;

2.2. The expenditures are financed according to the applicable normative acts, which
establish the methodological norms regarding the categories of expenditures for research-
development and innovation stimulation activities, financed from the state budget. Funding is
from the ICUB budget or from the budget allocated annually for research funding;

2.3. The grant proposal will contain a budget and a justification for how to spend the amount
allocated to the three categories of expenditure: logistics (equipment, consumables, analysis,
services, other costs), salary expenditure (exclusively for researchers who do not have a
contract with full-time in a public institution; the project manager is not eligible for salary
expenses) and travel expenses (internal, external travel);

2.4. The grant may be implemented by a researcher or by a team of no more than 5
researchers who meet the conditions provided in art. 1.2, led by the grant holder (who will be
the director).

3. Selection procedure

3.1. Funding applications can be sent by e-mail throughout the year, to the address
office@icub.unibuc.ro, indicating the ICUB section in which the application is submitted,
and will be evaluated, depending on the time of submission, in the panels organized twice a
year, in April / May (applications for funding registered at ICUB during August of the
previous year - February of the current year) and October / November (for applications for
funding registered at ICUB during February - July this year);

3.2. The selection procedure is based on the principles of excellence in research by applying
the criteria set out in the information package which is an integral part of this procedure;

3.3. The minimum conditions for participation are as follows:

a. The doctoral degree must have been obtained at least 7 years before the project was
submitted.



b. The project director must be in a full-time, fixed-term or indefinite contract, in a teaching
or research position with the University of Bucharest.

c. Candidates must meet the criteria for the results of the research activity set out in each
section set out in Annex 1.

d. The funding application file will contain the following:

1. A registration form (available on the ICUB website);

2. CV and list of papers, written in English;

3. A list of no more than 3 published articles / papers / patents, relevant to the subject
of the application;

4. Description of the grant project (written in English). The grant project will have a
maximum of 1600 words / 5 pages (excluding the bibliography, which is attached separately)
and will have the following structure:

o0 description of the project context;
o description of the assumptions, objectives, methodology and work plan;
0 description of the experience and expertise of the research and development team in the
field of the project;
0 project feasibility (good correlation between objectives, material resources, time allotted
and team competencies);
0 estimated results.
5. A pre-calculated budget with a detailed and realistic description of the expenditure.

4. Evaluation of funding applications

4.1. Grant proposals will be evaluated in accordance with the provisions of the "Selection
system" chapter of the information package, which is an integral part of this procedure.

The selection system involves 3 stages:

1. Verification of eligibility criteria;

2. The evaluation stage of the file with the help of foreign or non-university evaluation
experts, who are not in a situation of conflict of interest, specialized in the research field of
the project (at least 2 evaluation experts for each project). The experts are appointed by the
coordinator of the ICUB section in which they are applying and will not be remunerated for
this activity. The evaluation period lasts about 4-6 weeks. Given that the funding applications
will be evaluated mainly by foreign evaluators, the candidates' projects will be evaluated with
a rating system (A +, A, A-, B +, B, B-, C +, C, C-, D), used for the evaluation of
international projects. In point system, they are equivalent as follows: 10 = A +; 9= A; 8 =
A-;7=B+;6=B;5=B-;4=C+;3=C; 2=C-; 1=D). Projects evaluated with A-, A and
A + (score greater than or equal to 8, as an average of the evaluation criteria) will be selected
for the next stage.

3. The judging of the funding applications will be done in a panel of at least 3 experts, made
up of prestigious members of the scientific community, from outside the UB. The experts are
appointed by the coordinator of the ICUB section in which they are applying and will not be
remunerated for this activity. The panel of experts will be set up twice a year, in April / May
and October / November.

4.2. The financing of each project will be done from the annual budget allocated to ICUB
(consisting of 25% of the directing of research projects or 33.33% of the directing share of
the institution) or from the funds allocated by the ministry for research funding, after the
completion of the process evaluation, with the approval of the Rector of the University of
Bucharest.

4.3. The names of the people who obtained the research grants will be published on the ICUB
website for each section.

4.4. The implementation of the project starts from the date of signing the grant contract.



5. Obligations of the grant holder

5.1. Implement the project proposal submitted for funding;

5.2. Not to receive other funding as a project director or paid member of another research
project funded by internal or external sources UB during the implementation of the grant;

5.3. Not to have benefited in the last 5 years from another ICUB project;

5.4. Participate in the life of the ICUB scientific community by:

* participation in the meetings organized within the ICUB section where they carry out their
research;

* holding at least one public lecture at ICUB.

5.5. At the end of the grant, the grant director must publish (or accept for publication) at least
1 article in publications in the eligibility category defined in Annex 1, stating the grant
obtained.



