UB Rector, professor Marian Preda, in dialogue with the UNMB and UNATC Rectors at the debate “University, society, creativity”. The event is a special edition of the Conferences of Bucharest National Opera
Tuesday, March 26th 2024, professor Marian Preda, PhD, Rector of the University of Bucharest, is the guest of a special edition of the series of Conferences of the Bucharest National Opera, next to professor Diana Moș, PhD, Rector of National University of Music in Bucharest, and Liviu Lucaci, PhD, Rector of the National University of Theatre and Film “I. L. Caragiale”.
The event titled “University, society, creativity”, will bring unto the Scene of Thought three rectors of some of the most representative Romanian universities, who will have a dialogue on the present and future of higher education in the era of digital society. 
The debate will start at 6.30 PM at the Bucharest National Opera (70-72 Mihail Kogălniceanu Boulevard) and will be moderated by lecturer Daniel Nica, PhD, teaching staff at the Faculty of Journalism and Communication Studies of the University of Bucharest and coordinator of the Opera’s conference program.
Access to the event is possible by purchasing a ticket, which can be done online from here, or at the booking office at the Bucharest National Opera.
How have universities adapted to the most recent social and technological transformations? What are the stakes and the directions for the coming period? How does the university manage to maintain relevance in an epoch marked by rapid changes and complex challenges? Is the classic university model of the 19th century still appropriate for the current times? Which is the fundamental goal of a higher education institution nowadays: modeling characters, producing and transmitting advanced knowledge or training good professionals, adapted to contemporary society? What is the contribution of research universities in developing and improving the society? What is the role of education through art in modeling harmonious, balanced and creative personalities? To what degree are university rankings relevant and important for the Romanian academic space? What are the shortcomings and dysfunctions in Romanian universities? What do the universities learn from their moral crises?
These are just some of the questions that the guests will be challenged to answer in March at the event hosted by the Bucharest National Opera. The dialogue will be accompanied by several musical moments performed by artists of the Bucharest National Opera, and will be transmitted live by TVR Cultural.
About the Scene of Thought
The Scene of Though represents dialogue, knowledge and emotion. The series of monthly meetings bring to the public the most important intellectual, artistic and academic personalities of our days. The themes approached cover a large area of domains: from music to literature, from philosophy to theatre and history. Although the subjects in discussion are some of the most diverse, they all have in common the same desire: to formulate inciting questions and to offer relevant answers to the most important challenges for human condition, of national and universal culture. More details on the event are available here and here. 
About the University of Bucharest
The University of Bucharest was established by Decree no. 765 from July 4th/16th 1864 signed by Ruler Alexandru Ioan Cuza. Successor of the higher education structures inaugurated by the Princely Academy (1694), the University of Bucharest has contributed, and is continuing to contribute decisively to the development and modernizing of Romanian education, science and culture.
Today, the University of Bucharest counts 19 faculties offering 95 Bachelor programs, 223 Master programs, 23 PhD Schools on specific domains, and a school for cross-disciplinary PhD studies, over 50 centers and 9 research stations.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Since 2019, UB has been part of the European Civic University Consortium (CIVIS) next to ten other prestigious universities in Europe: Aix-Marseille Université, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Université Libre de Bruxelles, Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, Sapienza Università di Roma, Stockholm University, Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen, Glasgow University, Paris Lodron University in Salzburg and the University of Lausanne.
In 2024, the University of Bucharest celebrates 160 years since its founding and marks at the same time, with a series of events, 330 years of continuity in superior education in Bucharest, since the founding, in 1694, of the Princely Academy by Constantin Brâncoveanu.
