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When discussing the relationship between humor and racism, research usually concentrates on ethnic or racist jokes or on other humorous texts which expressly target migrants or other minorities. Relevant studies more or less explicitly ascribe to critical humor studies investigating topics such as how and why humor targeting the linguistic, cultural, or religious Other reproduces and maintains social discrimination and inequality; how and why the generic conventions of humorous genres do not incite the audience to think critically of their content but instead enhance their tolerance for discriminatory and racist standpoints (see Archakis & Tsakona 2021 and references therein).
In this context, the proposed presentation attempts a different approach: it explores humorous texts that at first sight appear to have antiracist intentions. More specifically, I analyze examples from a corpus of satirical news coming from popular Greek websites and targeting majority people for their racist practices towards migrants. My analysis reveals that distinguishing between antiracist and racist interpretations is not an easy or straightforward matter: humor seems to blur the boundary between racism and antiracism. In order to account for this dimension of humor, I exploit the concept of liquid racism put forward by Weaver (2016) to account for the ambiguities of humorous discourse when it involves racist and antiracist meanings.
The presentation has also an applied orientation pertaining to how such critical analyses could be part of critical literacy courses about humorous texts which could be perceived as both racist and antiracist. After referring to what critical literacy is, what its goals are, and what kind of teaching activities it usually involves (see among other Behrman 2006), I explore some basic tenets and steps which could be taken into consideration when examining such humor in class (Tsakona 2024).
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