Clarifications on the University of Bucharest’s proposal to host a debate between the second-round presidential candidates

The University of Bucharest issues the following clarifications regarding the proposal to organize a debate between the candidates who have advanced to the second round of the Romanian presidential elections.
Following the conclusion of the first round of the presidential elections, on Monday, May 5, 2025, the University of Bucharest sent official invitations to the two candidates who qualified for the second round, inviting them to take part in an open debate with members of the UB community: professors, researchers, students, and administrative staff, scheduled to take place in the Aula Magna of the Faculty of Law on Monday, May 12, 2025, at 7:00 PM. The invitation to the debate had initially been extended to all candidates on the occasion of the signing of the Declaration from the Balcony of the University of Bucharest for Upholding Romania’s Euro-Atlantic Orientation and the Values of a Democratic Society, which took place on Thursday, April 24, 2025. The invitation was also officially resent on Thursday, May 8, 2025.
Representatives designated by one of the candidates contacted the University of Bucharest on Saturday, May 10, 2025, to arrange a meeting regarding the format of the debate. Consequently, a discussion was scheduled with UB representatives on Sunday, May 11, 2025, to which representatives of the other candidate were also invited.
Following this meeting, the parties did not reach an agreement to participate in the debate proposed by the University of Bucharest. The representatives of the University express their regret that the necessary conditions for organizing the debate between the presidential candidates and the UB community: professors, researchers, students, and administrative staff, were not met.

