The University of Bucharest at the 2025 NAFSA Annual Conference and Expo
Between May 27–30, 2025, a delegation from the University of Bucharest is taking part in the 2025 edition of the NAFSA Annual Conference and Expo, the world’s largest event dedicated to international education.
This year’s edition, held in San Diego, California, is centered around the theme “Purpose, Place, and Partnership.”
Bringing together participants from approximately 100 countries, including 26 universities from Romania, the 2025 conference gathers over 8,000 professionals, including representatives from universities, governmental and non-governmental organizations, and educational service providers.
This year’s event features a comprehensive program of interactive sessions, workshops, best-practice presentations, and an extensive expo. It provides a platform for strengthening international partnerships, developing new academic collaborations, and promoting the educational offerings of participating institutions.
The University of Bucharest is present at the event under the umbrella of Study in Romania, an initiative by the National Council of Rectors aimed at promoting Romanian higher education globally and attracting international students to study programs offered by Romanian universities.
The year 2025 also marks a milestone for the University of Bucharest: for the first time, UB is participating as an exhibiting institution at the NAFSA Annual Conference.
The University of Bucharest delegation at NAFSA 2025 includes Professor Marian Preda, PhD, Rector of the University; Alina Cristovici, Director of UB’s International Relations Office; and Raluca Amza, Institutional CIVIS Coordinator and Head of the Erasmus and CIVIS Office.
During the conference, UB representatives are scheduled to meet with current and prospective partners from the United States, Japan, Argentina, Malaysia, South Korea, Hong Kong, Chile, India, Peru, Canada, France, and Switzerland. These meetings aim to establish new partnerships and strengthen existing collaborations.
Additionally, the organizers of the 2025 NAFSA Annual Conference and Expo have included in the program a dedicated panel for Rectors and Presidents of participating universities. This forum offers the 140 attending leaders the opportunity to engage in discussions on key issues related to higher education, research, and academic leadership.
The leadership track of the 2025 NAFSA Annual Conference & Expo reflects the major challenges and emerging opportunities shaping the future of global higher education. Key themes include the role of strategic partnerships between academia and industry in workforce and regional economic development, digital transformation and the impact of artificial intelligence in education, and the evolving dynamics of international student mobility. The conference also addresses the role of universities in a global context marked by geopolitical crises, migration, and demographic shifts, emphasizing the need for bold, inclusive, and socially engaged leadership.
Founded in 1948, NAFSA is the world’s largest nonprofit association dedicated to international education, representing over 3,500 educational institutions from 150 countries. More information about NAFSA’s work is available here, and the full program for the 2025 NAFSA Annual Conference and Expo can be accessed here.
