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The International Conference: The Future of UNESCO Chapters:
Cultural Memory, Remembrance and Intercultural Resilience
(organized under the auspices of the SMOC project – Sustainable Management in Cultural Organizations)
The 4th Edition  ·  6 November 2026
University of Bucharest, Faculty of Philosophy  ·  [Amf. Mircea Florian, 1st Floor, Faculty of Philosophy, 204 Splaiul Independenței, sector 6, 060024]
CONFERENCE PROGRAMME
	Time
	In situ
	Online (parallel)

	09:00–09:15
	Opening Session
	

	09:15–10:30
	Panel 1 · Resilience Under Pressure: Biopolitics, Displacement and the Right to Memory
	

	10:30–10:45
	Coffee break
	

	10:45–12:50
	Panel 2 · After the Witness: Testimony, Inheritance and the Ontology of Virtual Memory
	

	12:50–13:50
	Lunch break
	

	13:50–15:55
	Panel 3 · Governing Memory: Heritage, Law, Platforms and Post-Conflict Reconciliation
	

	14:00–16:30
	
	Online Panel I · Algorithmic Memory: Human Rights, Bias and the Ethical Governance of AI

	15:55–16:10
	Coffee break
	

	16:30–16:40
	
	Short break

	16:40–19:35
	
	Online Panel II · Remembering Across Borders: Reconciliation, Displacement and the Transmission of Cultural Memory


Opening Session  ·  09:00–09:15
Dr. Ligia Deca, Secretary General, Romanian National Commission for UNESCO
Prof. Dr. Viorel Vizureanu, Dean, Faculty of Philosophy, University of Bucharest
Lecturer Dr. Oana Șerban, Member, Young Academy of Europe (YAE); Director, SMOC project – Sustainable Management in Cultural Organizations, Faculty of Philosophy, University of Bucharest







In-Situ Panels
09:15–10:30  ·  Panel 1
Resilience Under Pressure: Biopolitics, Displacement and the Right to Memory
Moderator: Victoria Tarnovschi, University of Bucharest
09:15–09:40	When Digital Access Is Not Enough: Older Adults and Access to Cultural Memory
Branka Radovanović, University of Belgrade, Faculty of Philosophy, Department of Pedagogy and Andragogy
09:40–10:05	Governed into Silence: Asharshylyq, Biopolitical Memory Suppression, and the Intercultural Resilience of the Kazakhstani Transnational Diaspora
Bexlan Zinullayev, Corvinus University of Budapest
10:05–10:30	When Survival Is Called Resilience: Cultural Memory and the Social and Political Nervous System
Dr. Wioletta Rebecka, PsyD, Psychologist, Psychoanalyst, Interdisciplinary Researcher NYC; Founder & Lead Researcher, Rape: A History of Shame Project; Board Director, Institute for Humanitarian Conflict Resolution (IHCR), New York
10:30–10:45  ·  Coffee break
10:45–12:50  ·  Panel 2
After the Witness: Testimony, Inheritance and the Ontology of Virtual Memory*
(this panel is organized under the auspices of BIOART - Biopolitical Art in the Post-Holocaust Age: Philosophical Perspectives on Aestheticized Testimonies, Politicized Aesthetics and Bare Life, PN-IV-P2-2.1-TE-2023-0636, financed by UEFISCDI)
Moderator: Dorina Pătrunsu, University of Bucharest
10:45–11:10The Doubling of the Witness: A Necessary Condition for a Survivor’s Testimony*
Ileana Borțun, The Research Center for the History and Circulation of Philosophical Ideas, University of Bucharest
11:10–11:35	Love of Truth and Truth of Love. The Biopolitics of Martyrdom in Christian Minorities*
Ștefan Bârzu, The Research Center for the History and Circulation of Philosophical Ideas, University of Bucharest & National University of Theatre and Film „I.L. Caragiale”
11:35–12:00	Under the Authority of the Beginning: Heidegger, Cultural Memory, and the Limits of Inheritance*
Paul Gabriel Sandu, University of Bucharest, Faculty of Philosophy
12:00–12:25	Holographic Memory and the Holocaust iWitness: The Authenticity of Collective Memory in the Algorithmic Age*
Oana Șerban, Member, Young Academy of Europe (YAE), University of Bucharest, Faculty of Philosophy, and Victoria Tarnovschi, PhD Candidate, University of Bucharest, Faculty of Philosophy
12:25–12:50	From Angels to Bits. The (Me)ontology of Virtual Cultural Memory*
Cornel Florin Moraru, UNARTE National University of Arts, Bucharest

12:50–13:50  ·  Lunch break
13:50–15:55  ·  Panel 3
Governing Memory: Heritage, Law, Platforms and Post-Conflict Reconciliation
Moderator: Ștefan Bârzu, University of Bucharest
13:50–14:15	From Outstanding Universal Value to Lived Meanings: Rethinking the Historic Urban Landscape
Laura Alexandra Time, PhD Candidate, Doctoral School “Space, Image, Text, Territory”, University of Bucharest, and “Cognitive and Cultural Systems” PhD Program, IMT School for Advanced Studies Lucca, Italy
14:15–14:40	Law, Cultural Memory, and Intercultural Resilience: Constitutional Narratives of Post-Communist Central Europe
Malwina Tkacz, Faculty of Law, Trnava University, Slovakia; Doctoral School, Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński University in Warsaw, Poland (online)
14:40–15:05	Processing Intergenerational Trauma in Post-war Bosnia-Herzegovina
Teofana Cepoi, PhD Candidate, and Prof. Dr. Miruna Butnaru-Troncotă, National University of Political Studies and Public Administration (SNSPA)
15:05–15:30	From Cultural Destruction to Algorithmic Reconstruction: Human Rights and the Governance of Collective Memory in the Age of AI
Mohamed Sobhy Hassan Ali Mohamed, Judge at the Egyptian State Council
15:30–15:55	The Moderation of Digital Memory: An Overview of Meta’s Community Standards
Ruxandra Toma, Independent Researcher (University of Bucharest and King’s College London alumni)
15:55–16:10  ·  Coffee break
Online Panels (parallel track)
Connection link: https://zoom.us/j/95527170193?pwd=RqPvO1xf6kg7oNbxiPaozndIv7UU4t.1 
14:00–16:30  ·  Online Panel I
Algorithmic Memory: Human Rights, Bias and the Ethical Governance of AI
Moderator: Alexandra Podea, University of Bucharest
14:00–14:25	When Helping Becomes Memory: UNICEF, Super Jogos and the Ethical Limits of Digital Witnessing on TikTok
Cristian-Cătălin Florea, PhD Student in Communication Sciences, National University of Political Studies and Public Administration (SNSPA), Bucharest
14:25–14:50	Whose Memory Does AI Preserve? Cultural Legibility, Epistemic Plurality, and the Governance of AI-Generated Memory
Dr. Ammar Younas, Research Fellow & Director, Center for Cultural Governance, Beijing Institute of AI Safety and Governance (Beijing-AISI), Beijing, China
14:50–15:15	Delegating Interpretation and Retaining Responsibility in AI-Mediated Historical Narratives
Yohan Perera, PhD Candidate, Business School, Sichuan University, Chengdu, China; Lecturer, Department of Human Resource Management, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka
15:15–15:40	When AI Learns the Song but Not the Culture
Benjamin Obeghare Izu, Research Fellow, Department of Languages and Literature, Nelson Mandela University, Gqeberha, South Africa
15:40–16:05	When the Algorithm Does Not See Caste: Structural Bias, Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe Welfare Targeting, and the Equity Deficit in AI-Mediated Public Administration
Tamil Iniyan A., LL.M. (Corporate Law & Industrial Jurisprudence), Central University of Tamil Nadu, Thiruvarur, Tamil Nadu, India
16:05–16:30	The Epistemological Risks of Automation: How AI and Informal Digital Platforms Substitute Academic and Corporate Training in Technical Organizations
Dr. Miguel Ángel Rodríguez Monasterio, CANTV – Universidad Nacional Experimental Simón Rodríguez (UNESR)

16:30–16:40  ·  Short break
16:40–19:35  ·  Online Panel II
Remembering Across Borders: Reconciliation, Displacement and the Transmission of Cultural Memory
Moderator: Mugurel Păvăluca, Dortmund University
16:40–17:05	Competing Memories, Shared Futures? Memorial Reconciliation between Politicized Remembering and Institutional Forgetting
Seyed Mohammad Hossein Mirhashemi, PhD Candidate in Communication Sciences, University of Tehran
17:05–17:30	From War Narratives to National Recovery: Cultural Memory as a Strategic Policy Resource for Intercultural Resilience in Post-2023 Sudan
Hiba Farid, CEO, Leaders of Change Consultancy
17:30–17:55	Drawing with Incomplete Evidence: Memory, Displacement, and Japanese War Orphans in Postwar China
Feimo Zhu, M.F.A. in Illustration, College of Visual and Performing Arts, Syracuse University
17:55–18:20	When Civilisations Migrate: Islamic Civilisational Memory and Intercultural Resilience in Europe
Dilek Celebi, Bingol University; Honorary Research Fellow, Global Development Institute (GDI), The University of Manchester
18:20–18:45	Epistemic Sovereignty and Relational Biopolitics: Cultural Memory, Symbolic Inclusion, and Intercultural Resilience in Moroccan Mission-Driven Organizations
Dr. Imane Charhaddine, Maître de Conférences, Université Cadi Ayyad, École Supérieure de Technologie d’Essaouira
18:45–19:10	Teaching Cultural Memory: The Representation of Moroccan Jewish Heritage in Primary School Textbooks
Dr. Ayoub Regragui, Assistant Professor, Université Internationale de Casablanca (UIC), Morocco
19:10–19:35	Words Before They Vanish: AI, Heritage Lexicons, and the Pedagogy of Saudi Cultural Memory
Siham Alhaider, Associate Professor, Language and Translation College
* This paper has been written as part of the UEFISCDI-financed research project BIOART, Biopolitical Art in the Post-Holocaust Age: Philosophical Perspectives on Aestheticized Testimonies, Politicized Aesthetics, and Bare Life, PN-IV-P2-2.1-TE-2023-0636.
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